
Putting Woz in perspective by Robert M. Caldwell 

 

When the Woz visit, Steve Wozniak inventor of the Apple II computer, was first 

proposed in 1983, Joe Martines was president of the club. During his tenure, he had 

grown the club from about a hundred members to almost 1,000. We were one of the 

largest and most active Apple clubs in the country. This is especially significant if you 

consider that there were fewer Apple clubs and Apple computers in those days. Apple 

knew who we were and how much clout we had.  

 

It took a long time to settle on the date; finally it was set as February 18, 1984. We didn’t 

know why it took so long to set the date at the time. We had no idea the computer age 

was about to change! By the time of the show Bob Abbott had been elected president of 

the club.  

 

The original plan was to have a ‘simple’ visit. Tom Wysocki would handle the dealings 

with Woz and the Woz committee, that I was in charge of, would handle the rest of the 

details. Given that we had close to 1,000 members and Woz had requested that the 

meeting should be open to anyone in the Apple community, this was not a trivial 

endeavor. We did do a lot of promotion in the area for the talk and included invitations to 

other Apple computer groups in Ohio. 

 

Apple finally specified a date, and as we were nearing the time of the show Apple played 

a very interesting ad on the Super Bowl XVIII, Jan. 22, 1984, telecast introducing the 

Macintosh. You might have heard of this commercial! It was, to say the least, stunning. 

We were then told that in addition to Woz, we would have one of the first demonstrations 

of a Macintosh in the country. Apple wanted to make an impression on us! This made 

everything even bigger. 

 

A major concern in running an operation this big was how would people be brought to 

the meeting once the main parking lot was filled. Independence High School had a big 

lot, but not this big!  We checked in the area and determined where alternative lots were 

to put the extra cars in. 

 

One of the things that’s always handy to have, is a friend who happens to have access to a 

bus when you need one for transportation. It would also be handy if that person could 

drive the bus. I happened to be that lucky. Two doors away from me lived Rick Stauffer 

who some of you might remember as a club member and an editor of the Apple Bits. His 

church had such a bus, they would loan it to us, and Rick was certified to drive it. This 

was the origin of the Big Yellow Bus. It sure made things easier moving people in from 

satellite lots. 

 

Independence School has a large auditorium, but it might not be large enough to hold the 

potential turnout. Since no one had any way to predict how many people would be there, 

we set up computer monitors in the hallways in case the auditorium got filled and people 

had to stand. At least they would be able to see and hear the show. We also set up chairs 

on the stage for extra seating in case we needed them. Luckily we didn’t need them. 



 

One of the ways that the NEOAC has always been lucky was in having Dennis Althar as 

a club member. He has always had some of the best video projection equipment around, 

and was generous enough to let us use it each month. This gave us a projection ability 

that was unmatched in the area. His projectors were used to display a lot of what was 

shown on the screen. His video projector was capable of projecting a full movie screen 

image. I marvel at how the resources we had in the club in 1984 were better than most 

businesses would have for at least the next 10 years!  

 

When you look at the video in the program you will notice that there are parts of the 

presentation that were blurry. When you think of the fact that the light conditions were 

extremely poor, the video and Mac sections were projected onto a gigantic screen, and 

video taped from the control booth at the back of a very large auditorium, using the 

technology of 21 years ago it is truly amazing how good the quality is. 

 

We had the NEOAC board working on the project, the Woz committee, as well as a 

number of teen volunteers. Their names are listed in ‘The Plan’ and also in the video. We 

all had one over-riding goal, make this come off without a hitch! To this effect we had a 

dress code for the day, and a layout of where people should be stationed to guide people 

to their seats, and people in charge of the mikes when questions were asked. 

 

While Tom was picking up Woz and keeping him sequestered, the committee 

had dinner, (I think Basic Computer picked up the tab) and then went to 

Independence HS for rehearsal.   Dennis Althar set up his projector (in those 

days it took a long time to converge all the colors after moving the projector) 

while we all did a quick run-through of !The Plan". 
 

We wanted to get a nice memento for Woz to commemorate his visit with us, so I went to 

a local glass engraver and looked for a nice keepsake. The glass object shown on the 

DVD is what I selected. 

 

The audio-visual work was done by Tom Evans a coordinator at Case Western Reserve 

Medical School. He had access to 3/4-inch professional video recording equipment. The 

entire show was recorded in both audio and on VHS to maximize the chances of getting 

what we needed. It worked flawlessly. From this master !-inch tape, Tom made standard 

"-inch VHS second generation masters in highest quality format. That’s where things 

stood until recently when I brought the tapes to a meeting in case someone wanted to see 

them. That’s when Derrik Walker offered to convert them to DVD format. That’s what 

this DVD is made from. We owe Derrik our thanks since this is a valuable club record. 

 

In trying to keep track of everything happening, I created ‘The Plan’. The goal was to 

keep track of all the information that was constantly changing, and to organize an event 

that ran like clockwork. We wanted to show Woz and the other Apple people that we 

were well organized and in control of the situation. ‘The Plan’ is on the DVD as JPEG 

pictures. The front page is what you see Woz signing at the end of the DVD. An 

interesting observation is that in 1984 I was unable to afford a printer for most of what I 



did—it was mostly hand written! The few printed things I had, were done at work, or 

someone else was able to do them. 

 

I talked to Bob Abbott, Tom Wysocki and Joe Martines about their remembrances. Bob’s 

and Joe’s comments have been included in the text. Tom has the following thoughts. 

 

“The only items that I can remember today of his visit was when I was on 

Apple Computer's Board of Directors for it's User's Groups, I had a chance 

to meet Mr. Wozniak and asked him if he would ever consider visiting our 

club. I never expected him calling me back several weeks later indicating 

that he was interested and asked for more information. I tried the same 

thing with Steve Jobs on a different occasion but was informed by him 

directly that he was not interested and did not do such things. Well excuse 

me! Woz on the other hand was down to earth and accessible. And I 

emphasize down to earth because I remember picking him up at our 

airport wearing only a very light jacket (not suited for our winters) and 

only one small carry-on bag. Wearing only jeans and plaid shirt, I took 

him to one of Cleveland's finest restaurants for dinner, then to his room for 

the night at the Hilton. He was very tired that evening because of things 

that happened that week at Apple along with the long stay-over on his 

connecting flight from California. I did not want to bore him with the 

same basic Apple questions that he always got, so I tried to talk about 

everything else but Apple during our drive and dinner. I figured that he 

would get enough of that the next day at our meeting. I can say that 

everything was worth it.” 

 

At the end of the DVD you will notice the episode of the missing orange cones. The only 

video changes to the reality of what happened was that while Bob Abbott did repeatedly 

announce that they were missing and that we needed them back, it was not done at the 

time shown on the DVD, it was done earlier, that was Tom Evans accentuating the 

mystery of the situation. I never noticed them during the meeting until Woz picked them 

up in front of everyone. 

 

I still think that rascal pulled the prank! 

 












































